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Welcome back everyone. I hope all of you enjoyed your Spring break! It is time to update you on some of the latest art ad-
ventures in our division. Schools have been picking up steam as we get into high gear with art projects, murals, pottery and 

more pottery, and preparations for an exciting division- wide art show to be held at the end of May! 

Warm colors really ‘pop’ over cool colors. 
Both middle and early year students exper-
imented with this theory @ ESNI. First they 
painted a background in cool colors, and 
then used warm colors for their subject 
matter. 

Students experimented with red, blue, & yellow acrylic paint. They created the rainbow along 
with learning new painting techniques such as: wash, double loading, impressionistic styles in 
the tree foliage, & dry brush. All were beautiful works of art. ESAS (above left), LBC (above 

right). 

The Amazing World of Painting and Colour 

One of the most important topics to cover in art is color. How is it used? What is special about primary colors? What are 
‘cool’ and ‘warm’ colors? What is the color wheel? These are all questions we explored together with much creativity and 

fun. Take a look… 

Colour Wheels, Rainbows & Acrylic Paint 



Colour Wheels, Rainbows & Acrylic Paint 

After learning about color theory and painting techniques, it was time to put our knowledge and experimentation to the 
test. We also incorporated our previous lessons in perspective and the horizon line to make some beautiful landscape 

paintings  

 Arborgate middle year students landscape pain ngs.  
Calendars make a terrific reference for pain ng landscapes. 

Students engaged in their pain ng. 
They strived to match colors to their 

references with beau ful results. 
ARB (above) & ESAI (right) 



Sometimes our painting experiences would take us in an entirely different direction. In some instances, the class was already 
working on a particular theme, or reading a particular book. Such is the case with Ste. Anne Elementary. They were reading 
“How to Train Your Dragon”. We decided to make a mini – mural using what was handy – lots of small blank cards. They were 
laid out together, a sketch was drawn of their chosen image, the back of the cards were numbered, and finally, everyone got a 
particular card or two to paint. Finally, it was re-assembled, and presto: a unique little mural that everyone got to be a part of! 

Ecole St. Adolphe School can now brag about its 
new logo in the gymnasium. With the help of a few 
grade 8 students, the titan symbol greets those enter-
ing the gym.  

Other murals, of a similar format, were started earlier in the 
year, as in LBC’s graffiti inspired mural which now resides 

prominently at the entrance of the school. Its words, chosen 
by the grade 8 class, are representative of what it means to 

be a student at LBC. 

Amazing Murals! 

Richer continues   painting the Seven Sacred 
Teachings animals on the walls. Grade 8’s are 

leaving a lasting impression in their school. Ear-
ly years continue on their large canvas - a virtue 

for each month. Most recently: the bea-
ver=wisdom. 

More Amazing Murals! 



Each school has been working with clay. This is a two-part process: First, the hand-building of the clay piece. Second, the 
glazing of the ‘bisque’ ware once the clay has been fired. Students have embarked on this exciting medium with curiosity and 
enthusiasm. The clay, offering such a tactile texture, is appealing to all learners and has engaged students and teachers alike. 
The final glaze firing is really a spectacular event. That is where the magic happens. The once dull colored pots, tiles, and 
sculptures, transform in the kiln, to glossy, vibrantly colored works of art.  

Students focused on crea ng their ‘pinch pot’. 
Whenever possible, older students helped 
younger students with their clay crea ons. 

This gave older students a chance to show off 
what they just learned – how to a ach clay to 

clay, how to smooth out the walls of their 
bowl, etc. Younger students got almost one on 

one support and encouragement from their 
older peers. 

Clockwise from top le : ARB, ESAI, LSS w/ 
peer on peer assistance, PLS student proudly 

displays a new crea on (right) 

Le , hamming it up @ ELI.  

Le  (above center) peer on peer help @ ESNI. 

Bo om le : EIDC crea ng  
‘wrap around’ vases. 

Continued.. 

Plenty of Pottery! 

LSS undertook the chal-
lenge of crea ng bowls for 

charity. We had a pot-o-
plenty party crea ng close 

to 180 bowls! (right) 



At last: Magic! The final firing offers a spectacular outcome! 

Teacher’s Work 

More final po ery pictures will be shown in the next newsle er! 

After what seems like a long wait, students get to glaze their 
pottery. They have to wait a little longer to see the final re-
sults… 

RCH. Kind. 

ESAI po ery 

RCH. MY 

Beau ful work! LBC  

EIDC  



Once again, it was time to work with over 120 students at one time on three separate occasions. What to do? Teach them a 
little bit about Picasso and Cubism!  Math and art blend seamlessly in this wonderful project. We began by using attribute 
shapes that could be traced and overlapped on a piece of paper. Composition and imagery were all considerations as stu-
dents from K-8 created unique cubist-inspired works of art. *see cubism assignment at the end of this newsletter. 

DTS Art days in the gym - A cubism experience 

Middle years focused on developing artistic skills such as shading / light/ value using  mediums such as charcoal and white 
pastel on dark paper. Students then explored the delicate art of watercolor pencils and paint with chosen subject matter out-
lined in ink. Creative and unique works of art were the result!  

Art Enrichment for Middle Years     

Continued.. 

Crea ve pictures using charcoal 
for shading and white pastel to 
show light @LBC, ESAS, & ARB. 



Next, students meticulously drew out an idea, then painted it with water color. After it was dry, they outlined the image with 
ink.  

Talented Students 
showing off their 

proud accomplish-
ments! 

Some projects are not done in a single morning or a ernoon. O en, when visi ng a school I would see the finished art that students 
had been working on for days or even weeks at a me. Always, the results are beau ful and worth the wait. The me and effort they 

put into their work speaks for itself. 

At le , gr 4/5 student’s work 
from SAE. At right, gr.8 stu-
dent’s work from LSS. Topic: 
one point perspec ve. 



 

Animal Portrait—Project Instructions 

I not only wanted to present visual images of student’s art for this newsletter, but also to hear directly from students par-
ticipating in the art program. I was fortunate enough to receive pages and pages of quotations! Here are a few: 

 “It’s a fun, hands-on experience. It’s nice to have time to learn about new things instead of slapping something on 
paper.” 

 “Fun because it’s nice to get out of the program and draw on the walls.” 

 “It’s pretty cool.” 

 “It’s fun to learn new art with your friends.” 

 “I like it because art is amazing and you can express yourself in different ways.”            Richer School, grade 8’s. 

 

 “During my experiences with Mme. Doll, I learned a lot about shading, warm colors, cold colors and how to mix 
colors. My favorite activity was making the pinch pots. I think it was a lot of fun and a great opportunity.” 

 “This year in art I feel like I’ve improved a lot since last year. I’ve learned so much like which colors work together, 
how to draw, paint, and make a pinch pot. I’m really proud of some of the things I’ve made.” 

 “My absolute favourite project was probably the calandar art (landscape painting). I never in a million years 
thought I was capable of doing that. I loved that project. I only have one comment and that is Thank you Mme. 
Doll for not giving up on me and not letting me give up on myself!” 

 “Art is like freedom, it’s the most magical thing.”                                                                   ESAI & ESNI grade 8’s. 

 “I think the art program this year is great. You learn a lot of new things about paint and technique. I learned you 
need patience for art, you can’t rush though it.” 

 “My favorite art is how to mold clay into shapes, shading, glazing, and painting pottery. Art is one of the best 
things to do with the whole class.” 

 “The art program is really creative this year. I liked when I learned about the colour wheel. But I was very interest-
ed with the clay. That was fun. Especially when I get to paint the pot I made.” 

 “I like art because it gets you creative. It makes your artistic thoughts shine and shows other people what you can 
do.  You can turn a blank piece of paper into an amazing art work” 

 “It takes time and it’s creative. You can make your mind go wild/creative. You can draw whatever you want. That 
is the good thing about art. You’re free to express yourself.”                                  EIDC grade 4/5’s 

 
There are many more quotations, but I will stop here.  

Thank you to all who submitted your quotes and for the heartfelt words! 



A Final Word on the Newsletter….  
If you have any art news, art input 
or comments, please send it my way 
to: gdoll@srsd.ca   Remember…  

 

CUBISM / PICASSO INSPIRED PROJECT for K-12 

MATERIALS NEEDED: 

Water color paper preferred (but manila tag can substitute), water color paint or water color pencils (tempera can substi-
tute), attribute blocks and / or ruler, pencils, brushes, pencils, erasers, black sharpies. 

METHOD: 

On specific sized paper, students draw / trace geometric shapes in a compositionally balanced fashion. Give a required 
amount / type of shapes. Shapes should also overlap in some instances. 

Within several but not all shapes, students draw imagery. Imagery should be a specific theme : ex. Butterflies, hockey, 
nature, animals, etc. **Also note, images do not and should not be complete. Rather, partial images are preferred…. 

Once shapes and drawings within are complete, students begin the color process. *Note, each shape should have a var-
iance in color and not be completely flat. 

When coloring process is complete, allow to dry, and using black sharpie marker, outline all shapes and imagery within. 
Background optional. For more detailed out-line, use india ink with nib or fine tip brush. 

Some sample completed works and works in progress. This project can be modified for all levels and coordinated to in-
clude specific geometric shapes and patterns. In addition, shapes can take on new image (above fish) or can be ran-
dom. 


